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What do we do for public authorities?

Innovative Financing Instruments:

 Citizens Finance (crowdfunding and cooperatives)

 Energy Performance Contracting (EPC)

 Internal Contracting

 Green Bonds

 Guarantee Funds

 Soft Loans

 Revolving Funds

 Third Party Financing

Capacity-building 

through peer-

learning 
(online, study visits, 

Masterclasses, 

Community of 

Practice)



Prospect+ Community of Practice and Policy Dialogue

For more information go to www.h2020prospect.eu/community-practice

http://www.h2020prospect.eu/community-practice


Policy dialogue: understanding the reality

What is your opinion about what impacts access to 
innovative financing instruments?

 Is your organisation already using or is planning to start using 
innovative financing instruments?

 What motivated you to use other-than-subsidies financing 
instruments?

 What could make these instruments more popular in your 
country?

 Why is this instrument not interesting for you?
 What type of support would your organisation or/and you need?
 Why is it not possible in your country?

For more information go to www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue

http://www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue


Policy dialogue consultations: initial findings

Replies from:

Croatia

Czechia

France

Germany

Greece

Ireland

Italy

Moldova

Netherlands

other

Portugal

Romania

Serbia

Slovenia

Spain

Turkey

For more information go to www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue

http://www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue


Overall, what is your opinion about what impacts access to innovative financing instruments?

The legislation/regulations (e.g. Public Procurement Law) in my country need to be adapted if public authorities are to use such instruments. 73.3%

Public authorities need more capacity (knowledge and time to learn) to start using innovative financing options. 96.7%

The perception of innovative financing instruments needs to change among our inhabitants. We need to meet the expectations of the residents and they believe our role is to obtain subsidies. 26.7%

The market needs to be more developed: currently, there are not enough appropriate private partners. 53.3%

There needs to be more advisory support provided to public authorities which do not have experience with using the innovative financing instruments. 63.3%

There are many public funding opportunities available, so using other instruments is not necessary. Our needs are met in terms of access to capital. 6.7%

Return on Investment (ROI) and payback periods are not attractive enough compared to subsidies that are available to us. 23.3%

There are strong concerns in my country about the transparency of choosing private partners. 40%

The innovative financing instruments are not attractive because there aren't appropriate policy incentives available in our country. 13.3%

Public authorities need more incentives to start using innovative financing options - currently, there is not enough motivation to change how we finance projects. 36.7%

The process of obtaining funds through such instruments is too long. 16.7%

The process of obtaining funds through such instruments is too complicated and too risky. 40%

We have heard of many problems faced by public authorities that started using such instruments. 10%

We have not heard of projects in our country that used such instruments successfully. 13.3%

We believe that sooner or later there will be more subsidies available and we are willing to wait. 6.7%

The current climate and energy targets are unrealistic for us, given the extent of investments we would need to carry out, regardless of the currently available funding/financing options. 13.3%

Other 10%

Policy dialogue consultations: initial findings

Visit www.h2020prospect.eu for more information and follow us on Linkedin: Capacity building for cities and regions | PROSPECT+

http://www.h2020prospect.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/peerpoweredcitiesandregions/


What motivated you to use the other-than-subsidies financing instruments?

New political commitment: because our authorities have changed (e.g. we have a new mayor) 23.3%

New political commitment: because we have joined an initiative that requires or/and supports us in doing this 33.3%

The legislation / regulations changed and now we can do this. 33.3%

It was because of the size of the funding gap or the unavailability of other (more traditional) funding source while we couldn't delay the investment(s) 40%

Our staff increased their knowledge/capacity and we now feel more comfortable with using less traditional funding sources. 40%

We have received support that has allowed us to do this (e.g. a grant for advisory services or to run a pilot project). 30%

I don't know 3.3

Other 10%

Policy dialogue consultations: initial findings

For more information go to www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue

http://www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue


How can we help?

We will continue supporting public authorities to increase their capacity to use wider 

range of financing instruments, and to voice their priorities, recommendations and 

concerns:

• New capacity-building cycle (peer-learning): news coming up in January 2024 (international groups) + 

a local group in France on intracting (you can already fill in the Expression of Interest)

• Policy Dialogue will be continued (contibute: www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue) 

• Upcoming Replication webinars (more details on projects and solutions you can learn from)

• Preparation of recommendations for decision-makers

• Various activities and online meetings for members of the PROSPECT+ Community of Practice.

Learn more: www.h2020prospect.eu

https://h2020prospect.eu/get-involved
http://www.h2020prospect.eu/policy-dialogue
http://www.h2020prospect.eu/


Success stories and success factors: 
examples of projects implemented 
with reduced dependence on 
subsidies.

• Miguel Á. García-Fuentes, EU Projects Coordinator, Cartif, Spain
• Sanela Mikulčić Šantić, Cooperative Manager, Križevci, Croatia
• Sandrine De Ternay, City of Albertville, France

INSPIRATION


